Islamic Denominations
Vol. 7, No. 14, March 2021
(DOI) 10.22034/jid.2021.133635.1580

Ali (AS) in the Eyes of Ahmad ibn Hanbal

Mahdi Zarei*
Ali Allahbedashti**

(Received on: 2018-06-19; Accepted on: 2018-12-21)

Abstract

After the assassination of Uthman, a current called the Ottomans appeared in the
Muslim community, who not only considered Ali (AS) a partner in the blood of the
slain caliph, but also denied the legitimacy of his caliphate while the general Muslim
community had pledged allegiance to him as caliph, and thus they spread the seeds
of hatred towards him in society. Ahmad ibn Hanbal, as the leader of the Baghdad
Ahl al-Hadith movement in the third century AH, was able to institutionalize the
legitimacy of the caliphate of Ali (AS) in the Muslim community through the theory
of Tarbi‘ (squaring). This success can be regarded as the beginning of the
recognition of the Ahl al-Hadith movement with the new name of "Ahl Sunnah wa
Jamaat" and as the greatest sign of Ahmad's confrontation with the Ottoman
movement. In addition, it can be said that Ahmad had a loving and devoted view of
Ali (AS) and the reasons for his attribution to the Ottoman current had transmission
and textual problems that could not prove his accusation of being Ottoman.

Keywords: Virtues of Ali (AS), Ottoman Empire, Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, Musnad, Theory of
Tarbi‘.
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