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Abstract 

Allegorical interpretation is one of the significant topics of Quranic sciences and theology, 

which plays a key and practical role in understanding the Quran and hadiths, particularly 

some verses related to nouns and attributes. Not accepting allegorical interpretation means 

ignoring the infinite depth of God's Word and falling into the trap of analogy and 

embodiment. From the beginning of Islam, Islamic denominations and Muslim scholars 

have had different views on the interpretation of Islamic scriptures, to the extent that some 

have caused the distortion of the religion and deviation in people's beliefs by being lenient in 

interpreting the religion. The first contention concerns the difference between tawil 

(allegorical interpretation) and tafsir (interpretation). The allegorical interpretation of the 

texts is not in line with the simple interpretation in a way that if the apparent understanding 

and explanation are not acceptable in a verse, we can turn to the allegorical interpretation. 

Rather, it is an independent matter and only within the authority of the most knowledgeable 

and refined people. Therefore, with a minimal view, some people like Mohammad Hadi 

Marefat and Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd consider allegorical interpretation as a type of 

interpretation and deem it permissible for all people through simple rules. After stating the 

literal and technical meaning of tawil, this research explains, investigates, and evaluates the 

theory of tawil from the perspective of the two Quranic scholars. 

Keywords: Quran, Allegorical Interpretation, Interpretation, Abu Zayd, Knowledge. 

                                                           
. This article is taken from: Rasul Zerafat, "Review of the Theory of Allegorical Interpretation 

from the Point of View of Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd and Mohammad Hadi Marefat and Its Effect 
on Religious Beliefs", 2019, PhD Thesis, Supervisor: Ali Allah-bedashti, University of 
Religions and Denominations, Qom, Iran. 

 PhD Student in Theological Denominations, University of Religions and Denominations, 
Qom, Iran (Corresponding Author), rzerafat14@gmail.com. 

 Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Qom, Qom, Iran, 
alibedashti@gmail.com. 

 Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Denominations, University of Religions and 
Denominations, Qom, Iran, proman.ms@gmail.com.



 

 

 

.

                                                           

 

rzerafat14@gmail.com

@gmail.comalibedashti

proman.ms@gmail.com















     

      



 







 









 













 

 









References   

The Holy Quran 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 1983. Falsafah al-Tawil: Derasah fi Tawil al-Quran end 

Mohyi al-Din ibn Arabi (The Philosophy of Allegorical Interpretation: A Study of 

the Interpretation of the Quran according to Mohyi al-Din Ibn Arabi), Beirut: Al-

Tanwir House. [in Arabic] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 1995. Al-Nas, al-Soltah, al-Haghighah (Text, Authority, 

Truth), Beirut: Arab Cultural Center. [in Arabic] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2000. Mafhum al-Nas: Derasah fi Olum al-Quran (The 

Concept of Text: A Study in the Sciences of the Quran), Beirut: Arab Cultural 

Center, Fifth Edition. [in Arabic] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2004. Dawaer al-Khawf: Gheraat fi Khetab al-Marat 

(Circles of Fear: Recitation in Women's Speech), Beirut: Arab Cultural Center, 

Third Edition. [in Arabic] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2004. Naghd Gofteman Dini (Criticism of Religious 

Discourse), Translated by Hasan Yusefi Eshkevari & Mohammad Jawaher Kalam, 

Tehran: Yadawaran. [in Farsi] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2005. "Zamineh-hay Tarikhi Peydayesh Andisheh Etezali 

wa Tawil (Historical Contexts of the Origin of the Thought of Etezali and 

Interpretation)", Translated by Sahand Sadeghi Bahmani, in: Culture Letter, no. 

58, pp. 48-70. [in Farsi] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2005. Eshkaliyat al-Gheraah wa Aliyat al-Tawil (Problems 

of Recitation and Mechanisms of Allegorical Interpretation), Beirut: Arab 

Cultural Center, Seventh Edition. [in Arabic] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2006. Tawil wa Mirath Fekri Ma: Tarjomeh Moghaddameh 

Falsafeh al-Tawil (Allegorical Interpretation and Our Intellectual Heritage: 

Translation of the Introduction to the Philosophy of Allegorical Interpretation), 

Translated by Hasan Ahmadizadeh & Jahandad Memariyan, in: http://nasr-hamed-

abuzayd.blogfa.com/ 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2010. Manay Matn: Pajuheshi dar Olum Quran (The 

Meaning of the Text: A Research in Quranic Sciences), Translated by Mortaza 

Kariminiya, Tehran: New Design, Fifth Edition. [in Farsi] 

 



Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2012. Ruykard Aghlani dar Tafsir Quran (A Rational 

Approach in Interpreting the Quran), Translated by Ehsan Musawi Khalkhali, 

Tehran: Nilufar, Second Edition. [in Farsi] 

Abu Zayd, Nasr Hamed. 2015. Eslah Andisheh Eslami (Reform of Islamic Thought), 

Translated by Yaser Mirdamadi, US: Tawana Institute. [in Farsi] 

Ali Mohammadi, Ali. 2011. "Padideh Jadid Tawil dar Andisheh Arabi Moaser (The 

New Phenomenon of Allegorical Interpretation in Contemporary Arabic 

Thought)", in: The Book of the Month of Religion, no. 172, pp. 48-51. [in Farsi] 

Azhari, Mohammad ibn Ahmad. 2000. Tahzib al-Loghah (Refinement of Language), 

Beirut: Arab Heritage Revival House. [in Arabic] 

Farahidi, Khalil ibn Ahmad. 1988. Al-Ayn (Eyes), Researched by Mahdi Makhzumi 

& Ibrahim Samerayi, Edited by Asad Mohammad Tayyeb, Qom: Hejrah, vol. 8. 

[in Arabic] 

Fayz Kashani, Mohammad ibn Shah Mortaza. 1995. Tafsir al-Safi, Tehran: Al-Sadr 

Press, Second Edition. [in Arabic] 

Hamedi, Seyyed Monsef. 2007. "Tathirpaziri Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd az 

Mostashreghan (The Influence of Orientalists on Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd)", 

Translated by Seyyed Mahdi Etesami, in: Quran Studies of Orientalists, no. 2, pp. 

157-192. [in Farsi] 

Ibn Athir Jazari, Mohammad ibn Mohammad. 1988. Al-Nehayah fi Gharib al-Hadith 

wa al-Athar (Dictionary of Strange Hadith Terms), Qom: Ismailiyan Foundation, 

vol. 1. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Fares, Ahmad. 1983. Maghayis al-Loghah (Dictionary of Comparative 

Language), Qom: Islamic Information Office. [in Arabic] 

Ibn Manzur Mesri, Jamal al-Din Mohammad ibn Mokarram. 1993. Lesan al-Arab 

(Language of Arabs), Beirut: Sader Institute, Third Edition. [in Arabic] 

Jalili, Seyyed Hedayat. 2010. "Rahaward Ayatollah Marefat dar Hozeh Motaleat 

Qurani (Ayatollah Marefat's Present in the Field of Quranic Studies)", in: The 

Book of the Month of Religion, no. 150, pp. 4-7. [in Farsi] 

Jawadi Amoli, Abdollah. 2006. Tafsir Tasnim, Qom: Esra. [in Farsi] 

Makarem Shirazi, Naser; et al. 2001. Tafsir Nemuneh (Ideal Commentary), Tehran: 

Islamic Book House, vol. 10. [in Farsi] 



Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 1993. "Motashabehat dar Quran (Similarities in the 

Quran)", in: Keyhan Andisheh, no. 52, pp. 56-68. [in Farsi] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 1995. Amuzesh Olum Quran (Teaching Quranic 

Sciences), Translated by Abu Mohammad Wakili, Tehran: Islamic Propaganda 

Organization. [in Farsi] 

 Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 1997. Al-Tafsir wa al-Mofasserun fi Thawbeh al-Ghashib 

(Exegesis and Exegetes in Its New Dress), Mashhad: Razavi University of Islamic 

Sciences. [in Arabic] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 2000 a. Tafsir wa Mofasseran (Exegesis & Exegetes), 

Qom: Tamhid Cultural and Publishing Institute. [in Farsi] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 2000 b. "Eghterah: Goftgu ba Ayatollah Marefat 

(Suggestion: A Conversation with Ayatollah Marefat)", in: Quranic Studies, no. 

21-22, pp. 270-295. [in Farsi] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 2002. Olum Qurani (Quranic Sciences), Qom: Tamhid 

Cultural and Publishing Institute, Fourth Edition. [in Farsi] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 2006. Al-Tawil fi Mokhtalef al-Mazaheb wa al-Ara 

(Allegorical Interpretation in Different Doctrines and Opinions), Tehran: The 

World Assembly for the Proximity of Islamic Doctrines, Center for Investigations 

and Scientific Studies. [in Arabic] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 2008. Al-Tamhid fi Olum al-Quran (Introduction to the 

Quranic Sciences), Qom: Tamhid Cultural and Publishing Institute, Second 

Edition, vol. 1, 3, 9, 10. [in Arabic] 

Marefat, Mohammad Hadi. 2011. Tafsir al-Athari al-Jame (Comprehensive Narrative 

Exegesis), Translated by Jawad Irawani, Qom: Tamhid Cultural and Publishing 

Institute. [in Arabic] 

Mostafawi, Hasan. 1989. Al-Tahghigh fi Kalemat al-Quran al-Karim (Research in the 

Words of the Holy Quran), Tehran: Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, vol. 

1. [in Arabic] 

Motahari, Mortaza. 1993. Masaleh Reba be Zamimeh Bimeh (Issue of Usury, 

Insurance Supplement), Tehran: Sadra, Fifth Edition. [in Farsi] 

Nasiri, Ali. 2008. Marefat Qurani: Kongereh Bozorgdasht Ayatollah Marefat 

(Quranic Knowledge: Congress Honoring Ayatollah Marefat), Tehran: Research 

Institute of Islamic Culture and Thought. [in Farsi] 



Ragheb Isfahani, Hosayn ibn Mohammad. 1995. Mofradat Alfaz al-Quran 

(Dictionary of Quranic Terms), Researched by Safwan Adnan Dawudi, Beirut: Al-

Shamiyah House. [in Arabic] 

Rahmani, Taghi. 2007. "Goftogu: Taamol Tawil ba Tafsir (Dialogue: Interaction of 

Allegorical Interpretation with Interpretation)", in: Vision of Iran, no. 42, pp. 61-

67. [in Farsi] 

Rashad, Ali Akbar. 2005. "Batn wa Tawil Quran (The Interior and Allegorical 

Interpretation of the Quran)", in: Book Review, no. 35, pp. 207-244. [in Farsi] 

Tabarsi, Fazl ibn Hasan. 1994. Majma al-Bayan (Collection of Statements), Beirut: 

Al-Alamy Publications Corporation. [in Arabic] 

Tabatabayi, Seyyed Mohammad Hosayn. 1995. Tafsir Al-Mizan (The Yardstick of the 

Interpretation of the Quran), Translated by Seyyed Mohammad Bagher Musawi 

Hamedani, Qom: Islamic Publication Office, vol. 5. [in Farsi] 

Taheri Kalkushwandi, Moslem. 2018. Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd: Raweshshenasi wa 

Tahlil Athar (Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd: Methodology and Analysis of Works), 

Prepared by Seyyed Mohsen Musawi Isfahani, Qom: The Abbas's Holy Shrine. 

[in Farsi] 

Wasfi, Mohammad Reza. 2008. Nomotazeliyan: Goftogu ba Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd, 

Abed al-Jaberi, Mohammad Arkon wa Hasan Hanafi (Neo-Mutazilite: Interview 

with Nasr Hamed Abu Zayd, Abed al-Jabari, Mohammad Arkun and Hasan 

Hanafi), Tehran: Contemporary View. [in Farsi] 

 

 

 

 


