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Abstract

A controversial and challenging issue in the history of Islamic theological and mystical thoughts
revolves around the concept of “seeing God.” Different Islamic sects and denominations hold di-
verse opinions on this matter, and even scholars within a single sect may disagree. Comparative
studies play a crucial role in addressing controversies among different sects, and thus, this fun-
damental research utilizes the method of comparative textual study. The focus of this study is on
two books, namely Sharh al-masa il wa-lI-wasa il fi l-isharat wa-I-dala il and Tofsir al-mizan,
to provide a comparative analysis of the perspectives of al-Mugimt al-DinawarT and Sayyid
Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'1. The research reveals the following findings: (1) Both al-Dina-
warT and Tabataba 1 posit that God can be seen in the hereafter. However, Tabataba’T emphasiz-
es that this vision will occur through the eyes of the heart. (2) Al-DinawarT maintains that only
the Prophet has seen God in this world using his physical eyes, attributing this vision to divine
grace and existential unity, rather than personal efforts. On the other hand, Tabataba'T suggests
that even the Prophet’s seeing of God in this world was intuitive in nature. (3) Al-DinawarT be-
lieves that, under specific circumstances, it is conceivable to see God in this world using physical
eyes. In contrast, Tabataba T argues that the physical vision of God is impossible in this world.

Keywords: Seeing God, al-MuqimT al-Dinawar, ‘Allama Tabataba’1, Sharh al-masa’il,
al-Mizan.
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