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Abstract

The Abbasids infiltrated the network of Hashimite and Kaysanite activists, eventually seizing power
in Khorasan. With the military support of Abli Muslim al-Khurasani, they incited riots that under-
mined and ultimately led to the downfall of the Umayyad dynasty. A key faction within Abci Muslim's
military forces, known as the "Rawandiyya," played a pivotal role in assisting the Abbasids. However,
upon assuming power, the Abbasids needed ideological support to justify the transfer of Imamate and
leadership from the Hashimites to the Abbasids. The Rawandiyya actively contributed to this endeavor,
expediting the process of transferring the Imamate from Muhammad Hanafiyya to Ibrahim al-Imam,
and subsequently to the Abbasids. With their distinctive perspectives, the Rawandiyya portrayed the
Imamate and leadership by tracing the Abbasid genealogy back through the Prophet to ‘Abd Allah b.
‘Abbas. According to historical sources, there were individuals among the Rawandiyya who held ex-
tremist views and were referred to as exaggerators. These individuals believed that al-Mansir al-'Ab-
basT (Al-Mansur the Caliph) was their deity. Despite these beliefs, the Hashimites remained aligned
with al-Mansur, underscoring the significance of the Rawandis in the eyes of the Abbasid caliphs. This
research employs a descriptive-analytical approach to demonstrate that the Rawandis made substan-
tial contributions, both in military engagements and by providing doctrinal views. Consequently, they
played a pivotal role in facilitating the transfer and consolidation of power within the Abbasid dynasty.
Keywords: Rawandiyya, Imamate, AbGi Muslim, ‘Abd Allah al-Rawandi, Abii Hashim, Ab-
basids, Khorasan.
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= Kohlberg, E(1995), Al-Rawandiyya, The encyclopedia of islam, vol.8, Brill.

= Crone, Patrucia (2012),The nativist prophets of early Islamic iran, Cambridge Univercity.
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