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Abstract

In Islamic thought, two methods—rational (‘agli) and transmitted (nagl/iy—are employed
to decode and attain the purposes and knowledge of religion. Often, these two methods
complement one another. Although the Quran and the Sunnah, beyond their transmitted
teachings, encompass numerous rational arguments, the scope of reason’s authority in religious
knowledge remains a point of contention and debate among Muslim sects. A definitive and
authoritative transmitted proof never contradicts conclusive reason; however, scholars differ
on which to prioritize in cases of apparent conflict. Ibn Taymiyya al-Harrani, a prominent
scholar of the Ahl al-Hadith, while praising reason, ultimately favors transmission in the event
of a conflict between reason and revelation, thereby adopting a dual stance on this matter.
This article, in addition to re-examining Ibn Taymiyya’s intellectual foundations, investigates
the position of reason in his view. It concludes that, in cases of conflict between reason and
revelation, Ibn Taymiyya advocates for the plurality of reason and, by disregarding verses and
hadiths that address reason and rational inferences, bases his intellectual system solely on the
two primary sources of Islamic law—the Book and the Sunnah.
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