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Abstract

The issue of the creation of the world has long been one of the most important ontological
questions in philosophy and science. This fundamental research, using a descriptive-
analytical method and a comparative approach, seeks to answer this question: How and
by whom was the world created? Hawking, a Western physicist, relying on empirical
principles and methods, views the created world as formed from nothingness and
quantum vacuum. He believes that only the laws of physics describe the method of the
self-formation of the material universe, and that these laws are the only means of knowing
and creating the world. Ultimately, these thoughts lead to the Big Bang theory and the
denial of an agent for the creation of the world. On the other hand, Mulla Sadra, by
providing rational and textual (i.e. transmitted) evidence and referring to Qur’anic verses,
considers the correct method of creation to be of two types: “from nothing (/@ shay’)”
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and “not from a thing (/@ min shay’)”, with the latter expression in his interpretations
corresponding to creation from the immutable entity (al- ‘ayn al-thabita). Ultimately, by
proposing theories such as origination (hudiith) and eternity (gidam), cause and effect,
the principle of similarity (al-sinkhiyyah), the rule of “the One” (al-wahid), perpetual
emanation (al-fayd ala al-dawam), and substantial motion (al-harakaht al-jawhariyyah),
he arrives at the ultimate purpose and the existence of an efficient cause for beings and
the universe. Based on Mulla Sadra’s philosophical approach and a critique of Hawking’s
theories regarding the non-existence of God, the creation of the world from nothing, the
Big Bang hypothesis, and the self-creation of the universe, the present study concludes
rationally that non-existence qua non-existence — i.e., pure non-existence — cannot
become existence. Furthermore, based on a philosophical principle, this would necessitate
a revolution in the essence [of a thing] and is an impossibility. Therefore, this research,
while comparing these discussions from the perspectives of Mulla Sadra and Hawking,
critiques the conflicting theories of these two thinkers and presents the correct theory with
rational and textual transmitted evidence.
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