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Abstract

During the early Islamic centuries, particularly under the Biiyid dynasty (r. 322-447 AH / 934-
1055 CE), Khuizistan possessed an exceptional degree of religious and sectarian diversity. In
that period, adherents of various Islamic schools—including the Mu ‘tazili theological school,
different Sunni jurisprudential traditions, and Shi‘T groups—alongside followers of non-Islamic
religions such as Zoroastrians, Christians, Jews, and Mandaean Sabians, had a significant
presence in Khiizistan. Adopting an analytical approach, this study seeks to answer the following
question: What impact did the religious policy of the Biiyid government have on the situation
of the aforementioned religious and sectarian communities in Khiizistan? The findings of the
research indicate that Bayid religious policy was founded upon tolerance and forbearance, and
beyond that, on the inclusion of followers of various religions and sects within their governance
structure. The adherents of different religions and sects present in Khiizistan were no exception
to this principle. The continuation of the flourishing period of the Mu ‘tazili theological school,
the strengthening of the political, social, and cultural position of the Shi‘a, the absence of any
policy aimed at weakening the Sunnis, and the inclusion of the ahl al-dhimmah (protected
religious minorities) in the Bliyid administrative system are among the most significant effects
of the tolerant religious approach of the Biiyids in fourth/tenth-century Khiizistan.
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